
 

Brazil 

Deforestation
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Forest area (2010): 62%  

Primary forest area (2010): 57%  

1990-2000: -0.51 %y
-1

 

2000-2005: -0.47 %y
-1

 

2005-2010: -0.42 %y
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Agriculture
2
 

Agriculture as % of GDP (2011): 5% 

Agricultural land (2009): 31.3% 

Top 3 commodities, by footprint (2010): 

 Soybeans: 23.3m ha 

 Maize: 12.7m ha 

 Sugar cane: 9.0m ha 

Employment in agriculture (2009): 17% 

 
 

Context 

 
Political Context 

The integration of policies around agriculture and forestry has impacted Brazil’s development significantly. In the past, agriculture policies were 
focused on government market interventions but then shifted to incentivize the involvement of the private sector.  Increased agricultural research, 
and the integration of environmental and social issues, soon followed. Over the last twenty years, the country has signed onto major international 
agreements around forestry including the International Timber Trade Organization (ITTO, 1994 agreement) and the United Nations Conventions on 
Biodiversity (1994) and on Climate Change (1992). In 2008 the government created the Amazon Fund for forest protection with financial support 
from the Norwegian and German governments

3
. In 2010 Brazil signed a bilateral agreement with the UN to reduce deforestation, and has been 

working to develop a REDD+ strategy which international and national non-government organizations are helping to implement from pilot phase to 
full scale operation

4
. In 2012 Brazil passed a law protecting forests on and around farms and in protected areas, but many environmentalists 

opposed the bill because of concerns that the protection requirements and illegal logging punishments were too weak.  
 
Socio-economic Context 

Characterized by large and well-developed agricultural, mining, manufacturing, and service sectors, Brazil's economy is one of the most important 
in South America and is the third-largest agricultural exporter, at 9%. The most important export commodities are soybeans, soybean meal and oil, 
sugar, and coffee which combined represented more than 50% of total agriculture exports during the period 2006-2011

5
. 

 
Deforestation Drivers 

Deforestation in Brazil is complex due to the size and the economic diversity of the country. Analysis shows that recent deforestation primarily 
occurs in an area called the ‘arch of deforestation’ which includes the eastern and southern edges of forests from southeast Maranhão across the 
states of Tocantins, Pará, Mato Grosso and Rondônia, extending to southeast Acre

6
. The major drivers of deforestation are the construction and 

paving of highways, the expansion of cattle pasture and agriculture, land speculation and illegal logging. Deforestation in the Amazon is associated 
with increased international demand of beef, soybeans, biofuels, and timber, among other commodities
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Sub-national 

Region

 Hectares per Year 

(indicative) 

São Félix do Xingu 29,450                      

Aripuanã 17,617                      

Porto Velho 12,625                      

Tapurah 12,297                      

Marabá 11,630                      

National deforestation estimates in percent per year and agricultural statistics are from FAO (2010). 

Mapped sub-national estimates of the Deforestation Indicator in hectares are indicative only, given 

the resolution of the data source, and are from INPE (see full citation below). 
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